Psalm 45 The Kingdom Come!
(Heidelberg Catechism, Lord's Day 48)
Readings: Matthew 12:22-30, Psalm 45 
"Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name." That's the way Jesus begins the Lord's Prayer, a prayer that he told to the disciples for the purpose of giving them instruction in how to pray and what to pray. 
If we are to begin with the praise of God and with the putting of his interests first, as Jesus clearly teaches, it should not surprise us that the kingdom of God is mentioned next. Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, says Jesus, and all that is necessary for your daily life will be added to you. In terms of personal priorities, it is the kingdom of our Lord that has to come first. And so the second petition of our Lord's prayer is: "Thy kingdom come." 
The biblical text that I have chosen for this evening for the purpose of opening up this subject is Psalm 45. It is a psalm that was written with the king of Israel in mind - probably Solomon - and probably in connection with his marriage to Pharaoh's daughter, a princess of Egypt, although there is some dispute about who the bride is in the psalm. But the song goes far beyond an application to the kingdom of Israel and the person of Israel's king. There are clues in the very inscription of the song that point us in another direction. It is a maskil, one of only 13 psalms that bears this title. The term means it is a psalm that gives instruction. It is to promote wisdom and piety among God's. The sons of Korah were a group of poets who produced material for the worship of God and it is described as a song in accordance with the Soshannim or lilies - a song of beauty and joy. Then the terms of the psalm itself show that its content goes far beyond even Israel's greatest king. Verse 6: "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever; A sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom." That's a text that is quoted in Hebrews chapter 1 and directly applied to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. So this psalm is one of a number of Messianic psalms that pointed God's people forward to the great King who was coming into the world and who would establish his kingdom on earth. 
And what better way to find out about that kingdom of God and what it means to pray Thy Kingdom Come than to look at the words of this song? Very well, with that introduction, there are three points that I want to make about the kingdom. The first is this: The kingdom of God is something that captures the hearts of men. What sort of a king is the Son of God - a king to strike fear into the hearts of his followers, or a king who by his very person and work thrills the souls of his people and makes them want to serve him with everything they have? Well, look at how the king is described in Psalm 45 [read vss. 2-4]. This king is fairer than the sons of men - not because he is more handsome or taller or more broad-shouldered but because of his gracious speech and the fact that he is the champion of truth and meekness and righteousness. 
Those things can be said of Solomon, but only up to a point. He was famous for his matchless wisdom and when the Queen of Sheba visited him, she could not help but be impressed. His reputation had gone before him and all the stories about Solomon were true. It was his nobility and his knowledge that attracted people to him and won their hearts. But if this was true of Solomon, how much more the Son of God? "I am the way, the truth, and the life," he said. His name is Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, the Prince of Peace. There never has been a king like Jesus Christ and never will there be again. Who can fail to be impressed with him when he is known and his works are investigated. From impetuous Peter who testified: You are the Christ, the son of the living God, Thomas, who said: My Lord and my God, to Mary who dried his feet with her hair: Had you been in the presence of the Master, had you lived with him for three years and been taught by him, you could not fail but be motivated and challenged. You would love him too. Greater love has no man than this, than to lay down his life for his friend. This is a king who has done this for all his people. 
So when we pray "Thy kingdom come" we are expressing that we stand with the king and that our interests are the same as he. If he stands for righteousness, and hates wickedness, as our psalm declares, then so must we. Jesus rules over the human heart, the citizens of his kingdom are his willing servants. And so if we pray Thy kingdom come and mean what we say, we are asking for him to rule over us. Or as the Heidelberg Catechism puts it: Lord, rule us by your Word and your Spirit in such a way that more and more we submit to you. 
Brothers and sisters, maybe right now there is some area in which you are rebelling. Maybe you are hanging out for your bit of independence - your determination to give in to just this little area of sinful behaviour. But if that is the case, you cannot pray: Thy kingdom come, not consistently, and if you cannot pray this, then you cannot pray as Jesus taught his disciples to pray. Arminianism would have it that first we become Christians and are saved as we accept that Jesus died for us, then later on, by decision of our will, we become disciples as we choose to make him Lord of our lives, then later on again, at yet another stage, we become makers of other disciples. But this is nonsense. Jesus is the king whether we choose to recognise him as such or not. And no-one who has met the king can fail to love and serve him. He is truly fairer than all the sons of men put together. If we are not wanting to submit to him and growing in our love for him, how can we say that we really belong in his kingdom? This king wants us, commands us, heart and soul. 
But the second point I want to make is that the kingdom of God is glorious and it is a great privilege to be part of it. In verses 10-15 of our psalm we have an address to the bride of the king. She can forget her people and her father's house. She is going to a station far more glorious and a court that outshines that of other nations. She will be the envy of the Sidonian princess, the daughter of Tyre. She will come with a gift to the new queen and the wealthy and influential among the people will ask for her favour. There will be gladness and joy when she is led into the king's palace. 
Well, we are asked to enter into the festivities of the wedding day and to rejoice with the bride because she has been chosen for such a privileged position. And again, if this is true of the bride of Solomon, how much more the bride of the King of kings? This was why David was so keen to see the house of God built, a house fit for the Lord who dwelt within it. It was not that he wanted glory for himself, but he did want to show the nations that the God whom he worshipped was worthy of their attention. And nothing was too much effort or too expensive - not for the Lord's kingdom. 
So when we pray Thy kingdom come we are really expressing a desire for the Church, which the New Testament calls the bride of Christ. Again, as the Heidelberg Catechism puts it, Keep your church strong, and add to it. 
Brothers and sisters, sometimes I wonder how enthusiastic we are about the Church of Jesus Christ. Can we really put ourselves in the position of this bride in our psalm, arrayed in glory, the envy of the wealthy and the admiration of the nations? Are we excited about our church life and activity and keen to tell others about it or do we happily talk about every other subject from politics to sport, but leave our church association and life in the background, because we are kind of embarrassed about it really? I've heard it said by some that they would never invite people to our church. Why? Because it would be so foreign to folk that they would be turned right off. But invite them to an All Blacks test match. Now you're talking. Yet there is something seriously wrong. We are either the bride of Christ or we are not. If we are, then we have something to be proud about and something that is worth sharing with others. "Keep your church strong and add to it." Not "keep your church weak and prevent people from leaving it." If we are not enthusiastic about being part of the bride of Christ and we do not speak positively and winsomely to others about it, then how can we piously pray "Thy kingdom come?" To pray those three words is to express a desire for the church - for our fellow brothers and sisters who together with us make up the bride of Christ. I leave that thought with you and move on to my last point. 
It is this: The kingdom will grow to fill the whole earth and subdue all the king's enemies. In verses 16-17 we read [read]. Once again, the sentiment here goes way beyond anything that can be applied to Solomon's reign exclusively. The same respect that has been given the fathers of old will be given to the king's sons. They will be princes in all the earth. Why? So that the name of the king will be remembered down through the generations and so that all the peoples can give thanks for him. 
Historically, it was after Solomon's reign that things started to come apart in Israel - quite literally. Solomon's son Rehoboam was determined to make things tough for the people, so much so that they rebelled and formed two separate entities - a northern and a southern kingdom. So the idea of Solomon's reign continuing on and his name being remembered by all the nations of the earth is a notion that perished on the ash heap of history - unless, of course, it is the King of kings who is the real fulfilment of this desire. 
Well, what was it that he himself said? After his baptism, when he came back from triumphing over the devil in the wilderness, he began to cast out demons. The lines of battle were drawn and the Pharisees wondered how it was that he could have such power and influence over even the demonic forces. They speculated that he was casting out demons by the power of Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, but Jesus showed them they were wrong. It was the devil who was on the back foot. He was the strong man who had been bound by a power greater than he and his spoils were being dragged off. And for Jesus this was evidence that the kingdom of God had come and was among the very sceptics - if they chose to acknowledge it. 
There are those who believe that the kingdom of Christ has not entered this world, that the world is still in the hands of the devil, and that only when Jesus returns will he set up his kingdom and reign again from Jerusalem. There will be a great many books written and a great deal of money made in the next few years as the turn of the millennium comes around. Maybe this will be the time when Jesus returns to build his kingdom - can we read the signs and see from events in the Middle East and in the great nations of the world whether the time is right? But all this speculation is fruitless. The fact is that the kingdom of Christ has entered the world. It came decisively at his first coming and the time is ripe for all the nations to recognise it and bow the knee to him. 
This is why the Heidelberg Catechism teaches that when we pray Thy kingdom come, we pray "Destroy the works..." [third part]. We are not asking for something new to happen, we are asking for what is already there to grow and develop until Jesus becomes all in all. All the peoples must give thanks forever and ever for him. 
I can't think of a stronger motivation and encouragement for evangelistic work, for missionary endeavour, and for service rendered to the king. And I know that we are supposed to count the cost of every endeavour and make sure that we plan before we built the house but again, sometimes I wonder whether we are letting the tools rust in the paddock for fear of the obstacles. And again I wonder whether we need to feast the eyes of our faith on the glory of our king and realise what a treasure we have. 
Thy kingdom come. It is a sentiment that is both encouraging and challenging. May the Lord himself help us to pray that from the heart and apply it to our lives. Amen.

